Compare the teacher to a sports coach. Through the
process of mastering a sport, the coach has developed
insights about the most significant aspects that make up
the sport. This experience also provides the coach with
the ability to observe a performance and recognize either
the presence or absence of those significant aspects. The
experienced teacher, like the coach, has observed many
performances and therefore has internalised a set of
examples of performances at each level of achievement.

The Ministry of Education provides a set of examples of
performances at each level for a variety of student work.
These examples are called exemplars and are available
on the Ministry’s Website at www.edu.gov.on.ca.

Using a set of scales such as the Assessment Scales in this
handbook, together with examples of work representative
of a given level of achievement, teachers assess your child’s
work consistently.

ers use descriptions of achievement and

compare your child’s work to exemplars.
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§° The more clearly your child understands the targets,
the easier i1t 1s to achieve the goals. You play a role in
discussing the current level of performance and ways to
improve. You can use the Assessment Scales to clearly
understand what is expected for each piece of work
your child undertakes at school. The Assessment Scales
provides details about the provincial standard against
which your child’s work is being compared. For each
Assessment Scale, tips are provided for how to make
the best use of the material presented.
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