1" HOUR ANALYSIS

PATTERNS:

Writing

On Results Page 5, look more closely at the key problem area, writing. Of the students who
failed the test, 68% could not be scored in the information paragraph because they either left
it blank, the answer was illegible or off topic, or they did not follow the instructions. In
addition, of those who failed the test but attempted the information paragraph, 24%
performed unsatisfactorily (categories 1 and 2).
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the 21% of students who did not follow instructions and the 38% of students who
demonstrated unsatisfactory achievement (categories one and two), 92% of all students who
wrote this test performed unsatisfactorily in these two writing areas.

The information paragraph and the summary paragraph are the types of writing needing the
most attention. These are key targets to address in all school programming and in test
preparation.

Examine the six categories under
writing on Results Page 6 (main
idea, organization). The first
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the writing as instructed) it is more often the case that many students, even stronger reading
students, don't know what is meant by the question. This is not because they can't read the
question but simply because they are not familiar with the terms in the question. For
example, students may not have been explicitly taught the difference between, or how to
write, an information paragraph or summary paragraph. In other cases, the term the teacher
has been using is different than the term used in the test. This must also be addressed in the
classroom, prior to the test.
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If the students say they didn’t know what to write, then the strategy of drilling and
reviewing the various text formats (e.g., information, summary) and their characteristics is
useful. Giving the students plenty of practice exercises, particularly from the EQAO samples,
increases the students’ comfort and confidence with each kind of writing. Although this may
appear to be teaching to the test, and it is, there is nothing wrong with this. Students need to
understand the various text forms and their characteristics for more than just the EQAO
test.
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