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Gelting Started
hy create a Writers” Workshop in the classroom? An The Classroom
important reason is that in a Writers’ Workshop students see Becomes a Writers’
themselves as writers, not just as students who have to write WOIkShOP

on topics the teacher assigns.

The Writers’ Workshop is the method of choice employed in university
and summer campuses. It is the method used by real writers (e.g.,
columnists, novelists, poets, reviewers, book publishers). Clearly, it
works for writers.

The Writers’ Workshop provides an ideal format to:

O develop and improve the writers’ skills and thus to improve the The writers’ workshop
quality of their writing is the method of choice

(O understand the power of language and learn how to use it to shape employed in university
their ideas and opinions

(O develop a critical eye and present their critique to a peer in a way
that is useful and positive for the writer

(3 help students engage with, take ownership of and enjoy writing.

and summer campuses.
It is the method used

by real writers (e.g.,

columnists, novelists,

These years are critical for developing positive attitudes toward writing poets, reviewers,
— lifelong skills and attitudes that can support them in their professions/ book publishers).
jobs and in their own lives.

Students are at different places in their writing. Hence, a more
individualized focus is important but realistically must be accomplished
in the context of a class with many students who are often from diverse
backgrounds. The Writers’ Workshop enables students to work at their
own speed in an environment that supports the learner and the learning.
It is an environment in which the teacher is freed to work with individual
students while other students may be involved in peer conferencing or
quietly writing.

This book addresses questions teachers have such as:
(O what does a Writers’ Workshop look like?
(3 how do I organize my classroom to enable students to move at their
own rates and have responses from classmates and from me?
O how do I “cover” the writing curriculum in a Writer’s Workshop?
(3 how do T arrive at a mark/grade? How do I report progress?

How To Teach The Writers’ Workshop
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